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WILD Kids: 4-6. Arizona Game & Fich - Education Branch and the Heritage Fund

Activity I: Using a Dichotomous Key

Identify the fish drawings intheright-hand columm using
the following dichotomous key. Wite your apswers inthe
space provide next to each fish. The fish are not drawn
life-size. Remeber. take one set of statements at a timf.

Dichotomous Key

Distinct tmmp onback.
‘No distnct hump on back.

2. Dorsal in (top one) onger than anal fin

(fn o bottom just befoe tal) Razorback Sucker
2. Dorsalfn the seme length r shorter

than anal ‘BonytailChuby
3. Adultwithastipe cnits side- 4
3. Adultwithoutastrpe cnits side 5
4. Tailforked LongfinDace
4 Tail oot orked, bt rovaced. ‘Gila Topminnor
5. Small adipose fin (befween dorsal S and el bt ....6
5. Smalladipose finpresent Gila Trout
6. Bodymmchlonger thanitis tall 7
6. Body almost s talla it s long DesertPupfish

Activity Il Make Your Own

‘Make your own classification key for these same fishes,
‘sing different features or the same but in a different order
‘Remember thatthe features you use nust be readily see
onthe drawings.

Activity Il Make A Dichotomous Key

Find pictures of fish in old magazines, newspapers, post-
ers,etc. I you can cut them out and paste onto a large.
sheet of paper. If you cannot cut them out. frace them

A
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of fish Dorealfin-, Lateral line Caudal fin

Adipose fin
/7

Pectoral fin

barbels Ventral side of fish

Pelvic fin Ahal Fin
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